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From: Becky Steinbruner
To: bod
Cc: Shelley Flock; Emma Western; Melanie Mow Schumacher; Becky Steinbruner
Subject: Please Pull Consent Agenda Item 4.6 on November 19, 2024 District Board Meeting Agenda
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 10:37:41 PM

Dear Board of Directors for Soquel Creek Water District,
Please pull Consent Agenda Item #4.6 for better discussion as a regular agenda item on the November
19, 2024 District Board meeting agenda.

I feel this is a critical contract that merits more thorough consideration than a consent agenda item
receives. 

Questions that need public discussion are:
1) It is unclear whether Eurofins will sample and monitor bacterial contaminants responsible for bio-
fouling of the reverse osmosis membranes.  Please clarify.  This problem was significant at the Orange
County IPR Fountain Valley) facilities.
2) Will Eurofins test for Extra-cellular Polymeric Substances known to be indicators of biofouling and and
irreversible bacterial adhesion / scaling of reverse osmosis membranes?
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41545-022-00183-0
1) It is unclear in the  RFP how  the information provided by the analyses would be posted on the District
website for public information and District transparency.
2) Is MBAS an accredited lab that will contract with Eurofins?
3) What is meant by: "Reporting of results in format compatible with SqCWD’s Laboratory LIMS"?
4) The Eurofins lab is in Pomona, so how would samples be transported to reliably meet legally-required
holding times?
Eurofins Eaton Analytical
941 Corporate Center Drive
Pomona, CA 91768
800-566-5227

5) How will Eurofins staff coordinate with CH2M Hill/Jacobs Engineering for sampling procedures and
potential operational malfunction emergency sampling?  TheScheduled Project  pre-operational meetings
only mention conferring with Soquel Creek Water District personnel, but not CH2M Hill or Jacobs
Engineering staff who will be the certified operators of the Advanced Water Treatment Facility (AWTF)at
Chanticleer.
6) Will Eurofins sample analyses report the levels of the seven known chemicals Carollo Engineering
reported would not be able to be removed in the AWTF process?
7) Will Eurofins sample endocrine disruptor contaminants in finished water before injection in the aquifer?
Dr. Judd Todd warned your Board of the health dangers of these chemicals in water in her comments
submitted on the Project EIR and during the 2017 Recycled Water Expert Panel.
8) The Project Final Anti-Degradation Analysis reported teh finished water will include 3.67mg/L nitrate;
this could significantly encourage bio-fouling.  Will Eurofins regularly monitor nitrate levels in finished
water effluent?
9) Will Eurofins sample the brine contaminant concentrate before it is released into the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary to comply with the NPDES permit R-23-0001 issued the City of Santa Cruz?
10) Eurofins only guarantees turnaround time of two weeks.  What about quicker turnaround times in the
event of system operational failures or malfunctions?
11) Please clarify the following:
Methods for Unregulated Contaminants
EPA approved drinking water analytical methods, i.e. EPA 500 series, will be used when possible,
for the measurement of unregulated contaminants.
For unregulated contaminants where there is no EPA 500 series or other EPA approved drinking
water method, alternative performance-based in-house methods will be performed. Eurofins
routinely measures unregulated contaminants for Notification Level testing, where there may not
be published drinking water methods. This applies to the following constituents:
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 Ethylene Glycol
 HMX, RDX, TNT
 Tertiary butyl Alcohol (TBA)
 Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products (PPCPs)

12) Please clarify if the RFP includes the cost of the following:
Available to all customers of Eurofins Environment Testing America’s TALS laboratories at no
additional cost, MyEOL® offers clients the following time and cost saving benefits:

 Immediate access to the most current data and documents for real-time decision making
 Rapid access to historical data for sample point comparisons.
 Customize data presentations for a personalized view of job-based data, with the ability

to save those preferences for future use.
 Adjust the non-detect reporting convention applied to results, and export that newly

created format.
 Mitigate risk and reduce costs by creating custom crosstab/pivot EDD tables from a

single job or multiple jobs/SDGs.
 Ensure compliance to regulatory and site-specific reporting levels utilizing our expanded

regulatory limit comparison tool, allowing comparison of data against up to 15 different
state, federal, or custom limit sets.

 Download multiple job documents at once as a convenient ZIP format.
 Secure storage of lab deliverables on our servers, reducing your risk and data storage

requirements.
 Mobile friendly design: access MyEOL from a smart phone or tablet for on-the-go and

on-demand data and document access.

13) Who at CH2M Hill / Jacobs Engineering will interface with Eurofins for lab data results evaluation to
identify potential problems in the AWTF process?

14) The RFP states Eurofins will sample at the two treatment facilities and the monitoring wells, but no
mention is made of the injection wells being sampled.  Would it not be prudent to sample water at the
injection wells to identify any contamination problems that could have occurred in the conveyance
system?  

I have many concerns about this contract.  Please pull this item from the Consent Agenda.

Please respond.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner
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