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About Urban Water Management Plans 
(UWMPs)

Å Urban Water Management Plans 

(UWMPs) are required by the 

California Water Code

Å UWMPs must be updated every 5 

years and submitted to DWR 

Å Supports long-term water supply and 

drought planning

Å Coordinated with local land use 

planning agencies

Å Ensure supplies meet existing and 

projected demands over a 20-year 

horizon through 2040

Å Provides framework for conservation 

and drought response

Å Pre-requisite for certain loans 

and grants



UWMP Elements
2020 UWMP
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Introduction and Lay Description Water Supply Characterization

Plan Preparation
Water Service Reliability and Drought 

Risk Assessment

System Description Water Shortage Contingency Plan

Water Use Characterization Demand Management Measures

Senate Bill x7-7 Baselines, Targets and 

2020 Compliance

Plan Adoption, Submittal, and 

Implementation



Historical Water Use: Trends
2020 UWMP
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Historical Water Use: Overall Gallons Per Capita Per Day 
(GPCD)

2020 UWMP
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*Figure originally 

developed by 

Melissa Matlock, 

Western Municipal 

Water District, and 

adapted for 

SqCWD.



Projected Demands

ÅDeveloped using the same methodology as the 2015 UWMP

ÅDemand model from 2015 updated to reflect most current information

ÅDemand projections previously presented and a baseline of 2010 ï2014 was 
selected for the UWMP

2020 UWMP
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Historic Baseline demands based 2010-2014 average demands for all uses.

AFY = acre-feet per year

3,969



Current Supply

ÅSqCWD is currently 100% 
reliant on the Santa Cruz 
Mid-County (SCMC) 
Groundwater Basin

ÅSCMC Basin is in a state of 
overdraft and threatened by 
seawater intrusion

2020 UWMP
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Source: Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan, 2019



Planned Future Supply

ÅPure Water Soquel
ÅGroundwater replenishment project that will help stabilize groundwater levels and help 

the SCMC Basin reach sustainability

ÅProject will involve advanced purification of recycled water to produce high-quality, 
purified water

ÅExpect to obtain 1,500 AFY

2020 UWMP
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For more information on Pure Water Soquel, visit the SqCWDwebsite at

https://www.soquelcreekwater.org/184/Pure-Water-Soquel

https://www.soquelcreekwater.org/184/Pure-Water-Soquel


Potential Future Supply

2020 UWMP
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Water Transfers with the City 
of Santa Cruz (City)

ÅCurrently ongoing surface 
water pilot project to 
determine if surface water 
transfers are feasible

ÅSqCWD may obtain excess 
winter surface water, 
dependent on rainfall and 
available water from the 
City

Stormwater

ÅDistributed Stormwater 
Collection and Managed 
Aquifer Recharge (DSC-
MAR) is an ongoing pilot 
project with the County of 
Santa Cruz 

ÅPilot project to assess 
feasibility and cost 
effectiveness of groundwater 
recharge with stormwater 
within the region

Desalinated Water

ÅDeep Water Desal pursuing 
project in Moss Landing that 
would make desalinated 
water available for 
purchase.

ÅNo recent development with 
this project; SqCWD is not 
actively considering this as a 
supplemental supply at this 
time



Water Reliability

ÅWater Reliability
ÅPure Water Soquel will help make the SCMC Basin sustainable

ÅSqCWD will extract what is needed to meet customer demands

ÅDry Year Supplies
ÅSqCWD expects to meet demand in dry years through SCMC Basin groundwater, Pure 

Water Soquel, conservation, and supplemental supply projects, when possible

2020 UWMP
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Demand Management Measures
2020 UWMP
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DMM Status

1. Water waste preventionordinances

2. Metering

3. Conservation pricing Two-tiered rate structure

4. Public education and outreach

5. Real water loss management programs and systems

6. Water conservation program and staffing support

7. Other DemandManagement Measures

üWater Wise Home and Business Calls

ü Residential and Commercial Rebates

ü Retrofit on Sale

üWater Demand Offset Program

For more information on rebates, visit the SqCWDwebsite at

https://www.soquelcreekwater.org/190/Rebates

https://www.soquelcreekwater.org/190/Rebates


Water Shortage Contingency Plan (WSCP)

ÅUsed to provide guidance to SqCWDôsBoard of Directors (Board), staff, and the public by identifying 
anticipated water shortages and response actions to allow for efficient management of any water 
shortage with predictability and accountability

ÅProvides an outline for SqCWD staff to complete an Annual Assessment

ÅUsed to determine if there may be a water shortage in the coming year

ÅProvides shortage stages and various actions that may be implemented to mitigate the effects of a 
supply shortage

2020 UWMP
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Shortage Stage Supply Shortage

1 Up to 5%

2 Up to 15%

3 Up to 25%

4 Up to 35%

5 Up to 50%

6 Greater than 50%



WSCP Elements
2020 UWMP
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Water Supply Reliability Analysis Legal Authority

Annual Water Supply and Demand 

Assessment Procedures

Financial Consequences of WSCP 

Implementation

Six Shortage Stages Monitoring and Reporting

Shortage Response Actions Refinement Procedures

Communication Protocols Special Water Features Distinctions

Compliance and Enforcement Plan Adoption, Submittal, and Availability



2020 UWMP Conclusions

ÅSqCWDôssupply is expected to meet current and projected demands through 
2040, with the assistance of Pure Water Soquel

ÅSqCWDôsconservation has surpassed the 2020 SBx7-7 target

ÅThe UWMP is anticipated to meet all DWR requirements

2020 UWMP
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Thank You!
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Questions?


